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NEW DATA BOOK SHOWS STATUS OF MONTANA 
CHILDREN, URGES JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM
MISSOULA -
National trends in child well-being have improved slightly since 2000, according to a
report released Thursday, June 12, by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. The 2008 Data Book 
also presents a clear path to reducing the number of children and youth in America’s justice 
system.
The 19th annual KIDS COUNT Data Book indicates that areas of improvement 
nationally include child death rates, teen death rates, teen birth rates, high school dropout rates 
and the number of teens not in school and not working.
Areas of decline include the rates of low-birth-weight babies, children living in families 
where no parent has full-time year-round employment, children in poverty and children in 
single-parent families.
“We continue to see that well-being indicators have largely gotten better for teens, and 
they’ve gotten worse for babies,” said Laura Beavers, coordinator of the National KIDS 
COUNT project. “The percent of babies born at low birth weight continues to increase, with 
the 2005 rate the highest reported since 1968.”
In the 2008 Data Book’s state-by-state comparison, Montana ranks 29th in the nation -  
which didn’t change from 2007 -  on 10 key indicators of child well-being, including family 
income, health and education.
This year’s publication also reveals that Montana improved on three of 10 measures, 
experienced setbacks on five and saw no change on two since 2000.
Areas in which Montana improved include:
Child death rate
Montana’s child death rate decreased by 24 percent, from 33 deaths per 100,000 
children ages 1 to 14 in 2000 to 25 deaths per 100,000 children in 2005.
Teen death rate
While still high among states, Montana showed a 5 percent improvement in the death 
rate for teens ages 15 to 19.
Teen birth rate
Since 2000, Montana has seen a 5 percent decline in the birth rate of females aged 15 to 
19 and ranks 21st in a nationwide comparison.
“The decline in child and teen death rates is a welcome change in Montana, although 
we still have a ways to go to better protect our children,” said Daphne Herling, director of 
Montana KIDS COUNT. “Even though there are many groups and organizations working on 
the issue, deaths from motor vehicle crashes are still the major cause of death among our 
children and youth.”
Casey’s KIDS COUNT Data Book essay, “A Road Map for Juvenile Justice Reform,” 
discusses developments in the nation’s juvenile justice systems, highlighting recent research 
and reforms that provide the basis for a fundamental, urgently needed transformation.
In 2006, the estimated daily count of detained and committed youth in the custody of 
juvenile justice facilities in the U.S. was 92,854, with 66 percent of the youth in custody for 
nonviolent crimes. For Montana, the estimated daily count in custody was 243, with 64 percent 
of these youth serving for nonviolent crimes.
The essay challenges local and state-level jurisdictions to develop a starting point for 
change. More than two decades of research from scholars has expanded understanding of the 
causes of delinquency and the developmental pathways that lead young people into and out of 
delinquency. As a result, there are several lessons that states and the nation must consider to 
move forward, such as giving families a critical role in resolving delinquency and reforming 
practices that blur or ignore the well-established differences between youth and adults.
Montana became an official Annie E. Casey site for the Juvenile Detention Alternative 
Initiative in February 2008. Detention reform strategies are being studied and implemented 
now at three official pilot sites in Hill, Cascade and Missoula counties.
“Per federal requirements of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, the 
Youth Justice Council is in the process of preparing a recommendation paper for the Law and 
Justice Interim Committee to address the very issues stated in the KIDS COUNT essay,” said 
Sheryl Burright, state juvenile justice coordinator with the Montana Board of Crime Control. 
“We are pleased to see a national message regarding juvenile justice that echoes our work at 
the state level.”
The complete national 2008 KIDS COUNT Data Book is available online at 
http://www.aecf.org/kidscount.
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is a private charitable organization dedicated to 
helping build better futures for disadvantaged children in the United States. The foundation’s
primary mission is to foster public policies, human-service reforms and community supports 
that more effectively meet the needs of today’s vulnerable children and families.
The Montana KIDS COUNT program is funded through the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation and is a statewide effort to identify the status and well-being of Montana children 
by collecting data about them and publishing an annual data book. The Montana KIDS 
COUNT Data Book is available online at http://www.montanakidscount.org.
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